Saeed Naqvi visits IUST

Interacts with students, talks about his book

Awantipora, Nov 7: Department of Journalism and Mass Communication (DJMC), Islamic University of Science and

Technology (IUST), Tuesday organised a talk-cum-interaction session with veteran journalist and author, Saeed Naqvi, on his
recently released book, ‘Being the Other: The Muslim in India’.

Speaking on the occasion, Nagvi said the present day sufferings find their causes deep-rooted somewhere in the history. “The
book, which is based on the Muslim community of India, was written in sthe context that we are suffering and we will
continue to suffer,” said Naqvi, who was guest of honour on the occasion.

Naqvi deliberated on the history of communism and colonialism in Afghanistan and the defeat of Soviet Union. He also spoke
about the foundation of Mujahideen by America.
Talking about the power of media, Naqvi gave an example of Irag-American war, where the world was divided into two
“antithetic audiences”, in which one triumphed and the other was defeated.
“It was one Television programme that divided the whole world into two audiences—one victorious and the other defeated,”
he said, adding that it was for the first time in the history that world was experiencing war in the living rooms. Pertinently,
Naqvi has covered severed major wars across the world ranging from 1971 Bangladesh War to 2011 Syrian Civil War.
Speaking about the political imbalance in the world, Vice Chancellor IUST, Prof Mushtaqg A Siddiqi said, democracy does not
work in the current world due to prevalent hate politics. “Because of some hate mongers around the world, who have come
up as the leaders, | believe present day democracies have failed their societies,” said the VC, chief guest for the session.
Requesting journalists to play a responsible role in bridging the gaps in different perceptions of the people, Prof Siddigi said,
“People in Kashmir need a solution and journalists have the caliber to bridge the gap between the perceptions of Kashmiri
people and those of Delhi.”
Speaking on the occasion, noted historian and founder Vice Chancellor, IUST, Prof Siddiq Wahid, appreciated the efforts of
journalists and termed them as “real professors” of the world.
“While professors have turned into bureaucrats nowadays, journalists have assumed the role of professors,” said Prof Wahid,
who moderated the interaction session.
While paying gratitude to the guests, Head, DJIMC, Dr Ruheela Hassan, said the session was aimed at exposing the students
and scholars to varied perspectives that have contributed towards the making of the contemporary society. “Understanding
of history is very crucial for a journalist. And Saeed Naqvi is a journalist, who has witnessed several important historical
events,” she said, and added, “So, his perspective and analysis is of great importance for journalism students.”
Senior Assistant Professor, Ms. Monisa Qadri conducted the proceedings of the session. Among others, Dean Social Sciences,
IUST, Prof Abdul Salam Bhat, Dean Academic Affairs, IUST, Prof Mushtaq A Qureshi, Dean School of Business Studies, IUST,
Prof A M Shah, Registrar IUST, Prof Syed Riyaz Ahmad Ruffai, media faculty and students from several educational institutions,
and heads, faculty and students of various departments of IUST were also present on the occasion.
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