GEOPOLITICS: CONCEPT AND CONCERNS
Course Code: CIR5052C Course credits: 4

Semester: 15t Max. Marks: 100

Course objective: The course intends to understand international relations from the perspective
of a correlational cohesion between geography and global politics. It will underline the enduring
influence of geography in an increasingly globalized world.
UNIT-1
Geopolitics: Introduction
a) Meaning
b) Evolution
c) Importance
UNIT-2
Geopolitics: Basic Conceptual Issues
a) Territoriality
b) Sovereignty
c) State
UNIT-3
Geopolitics: Theoretical Background
a) Heartland Theory (Halford J Mackinder)
b) Rimland Theory (Nicholas J Spykman)
c) Theory of Air Power Supremacy (Alexander Seversky)
UNIT-4
Geopolitics: Contemporary Issues
a) Global Environment Issues
b) Geopolitics of Energy
c) Globalization and Geopolitics
d) Boundary Issues
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INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Semester: 15t Course Code: CIR501C
Credits: 4 Marks: 100

Course objectives: This course will enable students to have a holistic understanding of
dynamics of global politics. More importantly, this course will help students to approach global
issues from multiple perspectives. The overall objective of the course is to comprehend and
critically examine major trends and issues in international relations

UNIT 1
Nature, scope and significance of International Relations
Decolonization and emergence of Third World

Cold War, Détente, end of Cold War, superpower rivalry; military alliances: NATO and
the Warsaw Pact

Non-alignment in a changing global context

Emergence of a unipolar world
UNIT 2

International society: agencies and actors

Crises of modern state

Non-state actors

Role of multinational corporations, international NGOs, civil society and diaspora
UNIT 3

Dependence and interdependence in contemporary international order

The concepts of collective security and human security

Need for democratic reforms in the structure of the United Nations

Role of environment, international terrorism, poverty and media in shaping international
relations

UNIT 4



Conflict and wars in international relations:
India-Pakistan wars (1948, 1965 and 1971)
India- China (1962)
Avrab-Israel conflict
The Gulf Wars
UNIT 5
Contemporary international concerns
Globalization: divergent perspectives
Emergence of the Global South; South-South cooperation
Concepts of strategic depth, strategic assets and strategic dialogues
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Educational
Glenn H. Snyder, (1997).Alliance Politics: Cornell University Press
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Practices: Washington D.C. Congressional Quarterly

R. Thackrah John, (2009).Companion to Military Conflict Since 1945: Routledge
Richard Little, (2007). The Balance of Power in International Relations: Cambridge University

Press

Robert J. McMahon, (2003). The Cold War: A Very Short Introduction: Oxford University Press
Samir Amin, Patrick Camiller (2006). Beyond US Hegemony?: Assessing the Prospects for a
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INTERNATIONAL LAW
Semester: 15t Course Code: CIR503C

Credits: 4 Marks: 100

Course Obijectives:

A rule-based international order is essential for effective and peaceful functioning of international society.
This course introduces students to international law and familiarizes them with basic rules of conduct
among global actors. The course addresses important aspects like nature of international law, sources of
international law, concept of state responsibility and UN system. Subsequently, the course also addresses
important areas of international law like international trade and environment.

UNIT 1
Introduction to International Law
Nature and Evolution of International Law

Sources of International Law

UNIT 2
Major Actors in International Law:
State:
Basic Requirements
Concept of State Responsibility
International Organizations:
Conceptual Understanding
The United Nations
UNIT 3
Settlement of International Disputes:

Peaceful Settlement of disputes



Dispute resolution through arbitration

International Court of Justice: Statute of ICJ; Contentious and Advisory Jurisdiction; case studies
UNIT 4

Use of Force by States:

Use of force under the UN Charter

Concept of self-defense and collective security

Intervention; meaning of Intervention, grounds of Intervention; case studies

UNIT 5
Overview of International Criminal Law:

Individual Criminal Responsibility in International Law
Overview of International Trade Law:

Most Favored Nation Treatment, National Treatment, Dispute Settlement Mechanism
Overview of International Environmental Law:

Outline of Multilateral Agreements (MEAS)

Law relating to Climate Change (UNFCCC, Kyoto Protocol, Paris Agreement)
Pedagogy:

The teaching learning process will be mostly based on classroom interactions. Students will be provided
readings and related course material. The students are expected to go through the readings in advance and
then engage in relevant discussions and debates in the classroom.

Suggested Readings:
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York: Cambridge University Press.
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What is the Kyoto Protocol?; available at What is the Kyoto Protocol? | UNFCCC
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INTRODUCTION TO PEACE AND CONFLICT STUDIES
Semester: 15t Course Code: CIR504C
Credits: 4 Marks: 100

Course objectives: This paper will introduce students to the key concepts of peace and conflict.
One of the objectives of this paper would be to introduce key theories in the discipline of peace
and conflict studies and familiarize students with necessary tools and models. Students would be
able to critically examine notions of peace, conflict and violence and apply the methodology of
the discipline in analysis of various regional and international conflicts.

UNIT 1

Introduction to the concepts of Peace and Conflict: Basic paradigms of Peace Studies;
understanding conflict from intrapersonal and interpersonal levels to local, regional,
national and international levels. Case Studies

Violence as an inherent trait of human nature (Hobbesian views v/s the Seville Statement
on Violence)

Interdisciplinary approach: the importance of incorporating other fields of sciences and
humanities in peace and conflict studies;

Positive (constructive) and negative (destructive) conflicts; conflict formations
UNIT 2

Comprehensive understanding of conflict including Conflict Analysis and Mapping;

Models of conflict analysis; expediency and limitations, case studies

Theories of conflict: Relative Deprivation, Basic Human Needs (Burton and Maslow),
Social Conflict Theory, Greed and Grievance

UNIT 3

Intervention: meaning and scope of intervention, ethics of interventions. Conflict
intervention as communication: Eleven approaches

Negotiation, mediation and arbitration
Peacemaking, peacekeeping and peace building;
Conflict Prevention, management, resolution and transformation

UNIT 4



Actors and approaches to peacebuilding — Lederach’s leadership model
Stages of conflict escalation: its dynamics and processes; models of escalation
Contentious tactics: Stalemate and de-escalation;

Building and consolidating lasting peace through economics (corporate social
responsibility);

UNIT 5
Building positive peace through different dimensions

Gender: role of gender in peace building, impact of gender approaches to peace and
conflict, definitions of masculinity, femininity, power relations and gender-based
violence

Environmental Security: interrelationship between environment, social security and peace

Peace Education: its role and importance as a tool in promoting peace: challenges and
obstacles to peace education.

Suggested Readings:
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Edwards, Andres (2005). The Sustainability Revolution, New Society Publishers

Fisher et al., (2000).Working with Conflict: Skills and Strategies for Action. London and New
York: Zed Books Ltd.
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Mitchell, C. R. (1981). The Structure of International Conflict. London and New York:
Macmillan Press Limited.
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29
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Boston: McGraw-Hill 3 Edition.

Wilmot, W., &Hocker, J., (1998). Interpersonal Conflict. New York: McGraw Hills.



INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
Semester: 15t Course Code: CIR505C
Credits: 4 Marks: 100

Course objective: International organisations are formal example of multilateralism. These
are organisations through which states make collective decisions. International organisations lay
down common procedures and standards for all member states. The objective of the paper is to
acquaint students with major international organisations, their types and functionality.
Moreover, critical evaluation would be made about the working of these international organisations.

UNIT 1
Introduction to International Organization: Meaning, Scope and Importance
Types of International Organizations
UNIT 2
The League of Nations: Structure and working; Successes and Failures
The UN System: origin, structure and working
Reforming the UN system: Major issues
Specialized UN agencies: UNESCO, UNICEF, UNDP, UNEP, UNWOMEN
UNIT 3

Major regional organizations: European Union, Organization of African Unity, South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation

UNIT 4

Major Regional Organizations Continued: Association of South-East Asian Nation,
Organization of Islamic Countries, Arab League, Organization of American States

Important Economic Organizations and their impact: International Monetary Fund, World
Trade Organization, World Bank, Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development

UNIT 5

The New International Economic Order



Collective Security through International Organizations: Theory and Practice

International Organizations and Environmental Issues

Suggested Readings:

Barnett, , Martha Finnemore, (2005). Rules for the World: International Organizations in Global
Politics: Cornell University Press

Macqueen, Norrie, (2010). The United Nations: Oneworld Publications

Maurya, M L, (2008). International Economic Organizations: Shree Publishers & Distributors
Tavares, Rodrigo, (2009). Regional Security: The Capacity of International Organizations:
Routledge

Toussaint, Eric, Damien Millet, Judith Abdel Gadir. Debt, the IMF, and the World Bank: Sixty
Questions, Sixty Answers: Monthly Review Press

Trivedi, Sonu, (2005). A Handbook of International Organisations: Atlantic
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