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SAMREENA NAZIR

M arquees are for celebrations and grave -
yards for mourning. This has been a rou -
tine everywhere since ages. However, this 

village in South Kashmir holds an annual festival on 
its graveyard. 

Almost three kilometers from the main town 
Anantnag lies Muniwara village, where the villagers 
celebrate ‘Rohan Posh’ festival in the graveyard. The 
festival is observed on any selected day during the 
spring season.  

Surrounded by a crowd of  children, a villager 
Abdul Raheem, 65, holding a wicker basket full of  
chapattis (whole-meal bread) with his shivering 
hands, walks slowly towards the grave of  his late son, 
Hamid. While reciting prayers, Raheem distributes 
the chapattis—that are considered sacred by villag-
ers—among the cheerful children around him, who 
are aware of  the rituals of  Rohan Posh. 

‘Rohan Posh’ literally means �owering the souls. 
It is being practiced in South Kashmir since ancient 

times and has been passing on from one generation 
to another. Every year during the spring season, �ow-
ers of  diverse kinds and colours along with rice are 
placed over the graves. It is believed that as birds eat 
rice grains from the graves, it soothes the departed 
souls. The villagers also hold special prayers for their 
deceased family members on this day. 

Nilofar, 35, a mother of  two, is engaged in sweep -
ing the courtyard of  her modest house after cleaning 
every corner of  her kitchen. She prepares the chapat-
tis at home and accompanies her eight-year-old son to 
the graveyard. Carrying her two and a half-year-old 
daughter in her lap, she holds her son’s hand, who is 
carrying chapattis in a container to distribute on the 
grave of  his father. Nilofar’s husband, Asif, had died 
�ve months back during a snow avalanche at Banihal. 

“My children keep inquiring about their late fa -
ther. They ask me when he will return. Today I told 
them that these preparations are for him only,” opines 
Nilofar. “Both are excited and are perhaps expecting 
to see their father. I have no idea as to how to console 
them at evening,” she says, while wiping her tears.   

Tahira, 30, has come to her parental home at Mu -
niwara to carry out the Rohan Posh ceremony of  her 
mother, who had died four years back. 

“I reside at Tral and have come here especially to 
attend the Rohan Posh ceremony of  my mother. It 
gives one a sense of  contentment when they dedicate a 
whole day to their loved ones who are no more,” shares 
Tahira, while holding a tray full of  rose petals.

Ghulam Rasool, 70, a retired school teacher, while 
pointing towards the graveyard, rues that the tradi -
tion of  Rohan Posh is gradually fading away. “Nowa -
days, not many people have time to remember their 
dead family members. Many children don’t know 
where their ancestors are laid to rest. Earlier, these 
graveyards would remain crowded on this day, but 
now not many people respect such traditions,” he la -
ments.  

Meanwhile, a group of  villagers lead by the Imam-
e-Masjid (one who leads prayers in Mosque) enter the 
graveyard holding baskets full of  chapattis to dis-
tribute them among the children. After distribution, 
people move towards the white lilies, beneath which 
their loved ones are laid to rest. 
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Migratory birds � ock Kashmir in winters
In winters, tens of thousands of migratory birds � y to Kashmir. This year too, a large 
number of migratory birds of di� erent species were found at several wetlands, including 
Dal Lake and Hokersar wetland in Srinagar, and at Pampore in Pulwama district. The birds 
include Greater White Fronted Goose, Greylag Goose, Grey Headed Swamphen, Moorhen, 
Eurasian Coot, Tundra Swan, Ruddy Shelduck, Gadwall, Eurasian Teal and so on. Photos 
and text by FIRDOUS AYOUB PARRAY. 

Greylag Goose � ying over the skies at Hokersar, Srinagar Eurasian Teal at Hokersar

Reddy Shelduck at Hokersar

Eurasian Coot at Pampore Eurasian Moorhen at Pampore

Grey Headed Swamphen in Pampore Wetland Eurasian Moorhen walking smoothly on the frozen 
Dal Lake, Srinagar


